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TOWN OF FREEDOM 

 

A PUBLIC MEETING and PUBLIC HEARING of the  

Freedom Planning Board will be held on  

Thursday September 18, 2025 

at 6:30 p.m. at Freedom Town Hall at 16 Elm St.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Linda Mailhot. Present are: Linda Mailhot, Brian Taylor-

Alternate, Melissa Florio, Les Babb – Selectmen’s Representative, Darwin Moulton-Alternate 

Absent: Ann Cunningham, Bobbi McCrackren, Robert Rafferty, James Guido, Jane Davidson  

Brian Taylor is seated for Robert Rafferty 

Darwin Moulton is seated for James Guido. 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

1. Minutes – Review & approve minutes of the August 21, 2025, Planning Board meeting. – Brian 

made a motion to approve, Les seconded. APPROVED 4-0-1 Melissa Florio abstained 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

2. Continued Application for Conditional Use Permit – Lee Steege – 59 Babcock Rd; Tax Map 18, 

Lot 5 

- Installation of 28 solar panel ground mounted array 

Heather with Revision Energy is here to represent. She reviewed information about the 12 application 

requirements. Boundaries with compass bearings are included. Existing and proposed structures – 

included as much as they could, requested a waiver for size and height of structures. Natural features 

– included. Abutting properties and driveways – properties are included, waiver requested for 

driveways. Setbacks – included. 5’ contours – waiver requested. Location of system – included. 

Exterior lighting or signs – n/a. Landscaping – waiver requested. It stands 12’ tall, a 6’ fence would 

not do a lot. Fire protection – included. Special flood hazard area – n/a. Shorefront district – DES 

Shoreland permit has been requested. Approval will be included once received.  

Brian would like it noted that the stream is non-existent per Heather’s statement.  

Brooks applied for the easement with the town for the crossing of the road.  

Melissa concurs with Brian that landscaping buffers have been required on other solar installations.  

The hearing was opened at 6:47 pm. 

No comments were given by the public.  

The hearing was closed at 6:47 pm.  

 

Waivers: 

Item 2 – size and height of existing structures – Les made a motion to grant, Melissa seconded. 

APPROVED 

Item 4 – driveways – Melissa made a motion to grant, Brian seconded. APPROVED 

Item 6 – 5’ contours – Melissa made a motion to grant, Brian seconded. APPROVED 

Item 9 – landscaping – not proposing to plant a buffer. 4 houses are beyond the applicant’s property. 

Les made a motion to grant, Brian seconded. Brian would prefer vegetation over a fence option if 

they choose to in the future. Darwin feels that if it was required elsewhere, it needs to be required 

here.  Les spoke about the amount of traffic on the different roads. Les feels that the waiver could be 

granted with the condition that the regrowth not be cut until it reaches 6’. Melissa is amenable to that 

amendment. Les amended the motion to grant the waiver with the condition that the regrowth not be 

cut until it reached 6’, and will be maintained at a height of 6’. Brian seconded the amended motion. 

APPROVED 
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Melissa made a motion to accept the application as complete, with waivers. Brian seconded. 

APPPROVED 

 

A motion to approve the conditional use permit for the solar array 14’x53’x11’ with the conditions 

that the trenching permit be secured and the DES shoreland permit is approved, and the condition on 

the waiver about the regrowth reaching 6’ before being cut, and being maintained at 6’ was made by 

Melissa, seconded by Darwin. APPROVED unanimously 

 

  

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

3. Short-Term Rental Applications 

 16 Pine Landing #1 – Weinstein – Anne did not forward any concerns. Melissa would like the 

escape route/egress a little neater, easier to read. Darwin asked if there is a homeowner’s association. 

There is an association there. A motion to send forward to the Selectmen with her comment was made 

by Melissa, seconded by Les. APPROVED 

 

4. Public Comment – Jeff Nicoll – speaking as a resident of the town. He recently went through the 

process for a solar array for a single family home, non-commercial. What legal basis do contours, 

floodplain maps etc. appear on the application. These are outside the scope. He has reviewed the 

minutes going back to 2018 – he does not see anywhere that the Planning Board conducted a public 

hearing, or voted on the conditional use application. He would like to bring this to the attention of the 

Board. There were different versions of the application used, but there were no public hearings, etc.  

Les feels that it needs to be added to our list for when we are reviewing things. Different roads may 

provide different issues with the solar arrays.  

 

5. Other Business that can Properly Come Before the Board – Melissa and Brian attended a Lunch 

and Learn meeting. Discussion ensued about nerw regulations for ADUs.  

 

Melissa made a motion to adjourn at 7:13 pm, Brian seconded. The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa Donaldson 

Recording Secretary 


