
Public Meeting of the 
Freedom Conservation Commission and Forest Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, JULY 21, 2026 at 6:30 pm 
At the Freedom Town Hall 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Jeff Nicoll. 
 
1 Quorum Check, Roll Call – FAC/FCC – The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Jeff Nicoll.  
Present are: 
FAC –  Zack Rogers. Gary Williams-Selectboard Rep., Paul Elie, Ron Newbury, Yvonne Hoyt 
FCC – Rachel Plescha, R. A. Oram, Jeff Nicoll, Susan Marks, Megan Broderick, Sue Hoople-Alternate 
Nancy Cristoferi is absent.  
Oram is the FCC Rep to the FAC tonight 
 
Agenda #10 – Cody/Cahill is to be removed. No discussion or action to be taken on this subject at 

this meeting, per request of the Selectboard. 
Agenda #9 – Wabanaki – tabled and removed from tonight’s agenda.  
 
2 Approval of June 16, 2026 FAC/FCC Meeting Minutes – last names – 77 Cassie Eilert, Roberta 

MacCarthy spelled wrong – line 137 and line 184 MacCarthy. Line 211 – She also “heard” not 
hard. Jeff made a motion to approve FAC and FCC minutes as amended, Megan seconded. 
APPROVED unanimously 

 
FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE (FAC)  
 
3  FAC – Forest Projects and Information  -  
 

– Access Trail #1 – tree cutting & trail repair - unable to connect with Dave George re: tree 
cutting on Access #1. 
 

 
– Old Home Week Forest Wagon Ride – set to go on the 25th, 2 rides – 1:30 and 2:30 pm. Waiver 
forms for insurance purposes have been emailed to participants. 

 
– Trout Pond water testing (GMCG / boat) – set to go. September 13 at 10 am. Rob Cunio has 
provided a boat.  

 
– NH Fish & Game Trout Pond fish stocking – scheduled 2027 – 6 hatcheries are up and running. 
2 have been degraded. We are on the list for next year, barring any unforeseen catastrophes. 

 
– Boundary flagging & blazing – Paul, Ron and Barry spent some time out there. We should be 
able to do most, if not all, of the marking this year.  
The road that was rebuilt remains in good shape. The middle section is extremely rocky. Photos 
were shared. Paul and Oram removed over 4 dozen rocks. One problem rock remains at this 
time. Ron feels the boundary marking will last 8-10 years once it is refreshed. Jeff noted that the 
sand on the water bars will need to be removed every year.  

 



4 FAC Invoices – BH Keith Associates, #01-4064, 6/23/26, $825.00 – Paul made a motion to approve, 
Ron seconded. APPROVED unanimously 

 
5 Public Comment / Other Business  
 
6 Adjourn FAC  - Paul made a motion to adjourn at 6:52 pm, Ron seconded. The FAC portion of this 

meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
FREEDOM CONSERVATION COMMISSION (FCC)  
 
7 79 Packard Drive – Stormwater / Erosion Discussion  
 

★ Resident attending: Gregory Roy, 79 Packard Drive  
 

– Presentation of ongoing stormwater flow from Ossipee Lake Road culverts down Packard Drive 
and runoff into Berry Bay – Mr. Roy gave a presentation. Slides were shared. There are ways to 
slow the flow of water – build a retention basin to hold the water back and slowly let the water 
out. The Road Agent indicated that there is not room enough for this. A drain could be made 
directly into the lake. He did not feel that he received helpful feedback from the Selectboard.  
 
Susan Marks asked if we are talking about two different issues. The water flowing under Ossipee 
Lake Road flow into the drainage ditches on Packard Drive. The drainage ditches were not there 
several years ago. The water used to be able to sheet flow across the road as opposed to the 
flowing ditches that are there now. Megan suggested speaking with NH Lakes and Green 
Mountain Conservation about the problem, and looking at Best Management Practices. He is 
having an assessment done next week. The Road Agent is looking to put a drain in to convey the 
water to a different part of his property.  
Another citizen who lives on Packard Drive spoke about this. She has the same problem. She 
gets water coming down both sides of her driveway. The quality of the water is deteriorating. 
There is a lot of salt and silt that is going down there.  
Susan Marks also lives on Packard Drive. The ditches are very big ditches. The water rushes 
through them.  
Mr. Roy feels that 50-75% of the water comes from across Ossipee Lake Road. There is no 
regulatory mechanism in Freedom to control the stormwater discharge. 
Paul Elie suggested using the rock dams, as was done on Trout Pond Trail.  

 
– Erosion and water-quality concerns; possible coordination with the Town and Road Agent  

 
8 Ossipee Lake Road – Kearsarge Energy 4.9 MW Solar Project (Map 5, Lot 2)  
 

– Review and approval of draft FCC advisory letter to the Board of Selectmen on water-quality 
impacts -Jeff gave a refresher on the previous meetings regarding this project. He has used 
ArcGIS, overlays, etc. and produced a summary of information.  
Oram proposed again that an access road is needed all the way around the project. His other 
concern was that their setback was too close to the road. It was inferred that they were going to 
do plantings. He would like them to view the Conservancy project and see what their setbacks 
are. Jeff spoke about a Conditional Use Permit would be required. Jeff measured, it is more than 



800 feet to the lake. Oram asked if there is anything on the books that could stop this project. 
There is really nothing about this project for the Conservation Commission to do. Rachel wants 
to be sure that we get copies of all their environmental surveys, etc. Oram’s first concerns are 
technical, but he is also concerned with aesthetics of the area. The Commission is not in a 
position to make recommendations regarding aesthetics.  
 
Public Comment – Beverly Perry – abutter – spoke with Mr. Bernstein last week. There is going 
to be an access road. There will be a 65’ buffer of white pine and scrub oak around the 
perimeter of the solar field. A fence will be used inside of the buffer, so sheep can be used to eat 
down the grass. They do seem to indicate that it will not be as visible to Ossipee Lake Road. He 
seemed to say that there shouldn’t be any pollution or runoff from the solar panels into the 
lake.  
Roberta MacCarthy – concerned about the sheep and wildlife. 
Beverly – vegetable oil is used in their transformer. She has a question re: her neighbors, John is 
a fireman in Boston. He said you cannot put out fires in a solar installation with water because 
the fire burns too hot.  
Rachel made a motion to approve the draft letter and send it, with requesting copies of their 
surveys. Megan seconded. APPROVED unanimously. 

 
9 Wabanaki Campground – 38 Dennis Drive – DRAFT Stormwater Plan  - **REMOVED FROM 

AGENDA** 
 

– Review of draft stormwater plan and letter report (Bobrek Engineering, June 1, 2026) for initial 
discussion pending 3rd party review results.  

 
10 Camp Cody / Cahill Drainage Matter –** REMOVED FROM AGENDA** 
 

– Status of foundation-drainpipe / erosion concerns and correspondence with Zoning Officer 
and NHDES  

 
11 Aquatics Update  
 

– Danforth Ponds milfoil herbicide treatment completed 6/24/26 (SOLitude, 7.8 acres) Megan 
reported that signs were provided by SOLitude. They were posted in the campground, along 
East Danforth Road, and all along the water. She went up and watched them do their process. 
They did 7.8 acres of treatment. She saw a lot of dense milfoil growth the first time she went up, 
but on a second trip she did not see any. The State will come back in August and do another 
check.  

 
– 2025 VLAP water quality monitoring results-BOS – Megan presented the reports to the 
Selectboard last night. They were not well received. She was told they were useless without the 
trend charts. They requested that we re-present with the trends over time. Megan has agreed to 
do that. Jeff suggested that we take this opportunity to get the data on long term trends and 
supply it to the Selectboard.  
 
Megan spoke about our last meeting, where Roberta MacCarthy asked that we help influence 
the watershed management report that Green Mountain is working on. Megan spoke with 
Nancy Ritger about this. They are working on it. They have to bring all the towns together to talk 



about it. Megan recommended that they go the Conservation Commissioners of each town with 
their invitations. Previously they brought all the Conservation Commissions from surrounding 
towns together at the GMCG facility for a meeting.  

 
12 FCC Invoices –  
NH Lakes - #26-338, 6/11/26, $300.00 – Megan made a motion to approve, Susan M. seconded. 

APPROVED unanimously 
BH Keith Associates, #01-4064, 6/23/26, $825.00 – Megan made a motion to approve, Susan M. 

seconded. APPROVED unanimously 
Nancy Cristoferi (NH Lakes Conference mileage) $104.40 – Megan made a motion to approve, 

Rachel seconded. APPROVED unanimously 
SOLitude – permitting for herbicide - $1715.00 – Megan made a motion to approve, Susan M. 

seconded. APPROVED unanimously 
 
13 Other Business to Come Before the Commission – Jeff reviewed the information in the 

correspondence folder. A letter was sent to Goodhue for a site visit, which they approved. The 
next step is to schedule a time to go. Oram suggests a site visit prior to our next meeting. Jeff 
will ask what would be a good time in September or the end of August, and will communicate 
with the Board with his answers.  

 
Oram has an issue about a letter that we have received, and what the recourse for the Board is. Are 

we going to have an opportunity to discuss this? Jeff will speak with the office to get an answer 
about what the process is.  

 
14 Public Comment   
 
15 Adjourn FCC – Megan made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 pm, Rachel seconded. The meeting was 

adjourned. 
 

 
 
Note: Deadline for agenda items for this meeting closed at 12:00 pm on July 14, 2026. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Melissa Donaldson 
Recording Secretary 


